GENOVEVA IS LEFT
TO MAKE TOUGH CHOICES

BUT YOUR SUPPORT HELPS ENSURE SHE HAS ONE LESS WORRY

hey say a grandmother’s love is like no
other, and Genoveva proves that every day.

For more than 25 years, she’s lived in
Westchester, building a life for her family while
navigating immense hardship. A widowed
grandmother, she now survives on a small Social
Security benefit and limited SNAP support,
carefully budgeting every dollar to keep her
home stable and her grandchildren fed.

“Sometimes | don’t eat,” she says. “l give
what | can to the grandkids.”

During the pandemic, Genoveva had to
choose between waiting in food lines or
staying with her gravely ill husband. It became
commonplace for her to skip meals just to make
sure her loved ones didn’t have to.

Accessing support was hard enough for
Genoveva back then. Sadly, it still is today.
With no car, limited formal education, and
little digital access, finding help can feel
overwhelming for her.

That’s why Feeding Westchester is essential.
By partnering with trusted community
organizations and meeting neighbors where
they are, we help bridge the gap, making it
easier for neighbors like Genoveva to access the
fresh foods they need to thrive.
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Genoveva is willing to do whatever it takes to provide for
her grandchildren, even when it means skipping meals.

Still learning to read and write, Genoveva
shows up every day with strength and quiet
determination. Her story reminds us that hunger
is not a choice — it’s a circumstance. And
behind every pantry line is a person with a story,
a family, and a deep desire to live with dignity.

It’s because of you that Feeding
Westchester and our hunger-relief partners
can nourish people like Genoveva and her
grandkids. Thank you for your generosity, and
for enabling us to do the work we do. ¢

Look inside for 0) Meeting People Where They Are — Page 2
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LETTER

FROM
THE COO

Dear Friend,

Fall is upon us, and of course
that means the beginning of a
new school year. Although that
makes many people think of new
notebooks, pencils, and schedules,
our thoughts are on nutrition,
lunches, and energy.

Kids need every possible
advantage to focus on their
learning, and if proper nutrition
isn’t available, school can be a
challenge for them and their
families. We’re grateful for the
continued support of free or
reduced-price meals at school —
and for your generosity, which
allows us to ensure that students
have access to healthy food at
home, too.

In this issue, you'll read
stories about three neighbors —
Genoveva, Vivian, and Adriane
— who count on their local food
banks to provide their families
with proper nutrition.

We’re also highlighting the
food pantry at Port Chester
Middle School and Feeding
Westchester’s Mobile Food Pantry,
both of which are critical lifelines
for neighbors in the community.

Thank you for your incredible
support! Westchester County
kids and families couldn’t do this
without you.

Gratefully,

Mk

Tami Wilson
Chief Operating Officer
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MEETING PEOPLE
WHERE THEY ARE

LEADERS LIKE VIVIAN HELP
ADDRESS HUNGER AT HOME

ivian has lived in New Rochelle her entire life.
It’s always where she’s felt most at home.

As a mother, cancer survivor, and founder of a local
nonprofit, Vivian has spent the past 15 years giving back
to the community she adores by feeding neighbors
in need. Over the years, she’s dedicated her time to
organizing turkey drives, school-supply giveaways, and
food deliveries to seniors and families, often from the
back seat of a friend’s car.

To Vivian, hunger often hides in plain sight.

“There’s no face to hunger,” she says. “You can’t tell
by looking. You have to know your people.”

Despite her leadership, Vivian is facing her own
struggles: recovering from pancreatic cancer, being
denied disability benefits, and living on very little SNAP
support each month. She’s one of many Westchester
residents who'’s falling through the cracks of outdated
systems and must navigate rising costs, unsafe housing,
and limited access to care.

Still, she shows up for her community every day and
in every way she can. “If ’'m hungry, | say it,” she says.
“I’'m not ashamed!”

Thanks to Feeding Westchester, leaders like Vivian
can continue doing what they do best: meeting people
where they are, with dignity and compassion. #

“There’s no face to hunger. You can'’t tell by looking. You have to know
your people.” — Vivian



YOU MADE A LIFE-CHANGING
DIFFERENCE FOR ADRIANE

ADRIANE EMBODIES THE
SPIRIT OF GIVING BACK TO
HER COMMUNITY

driane’s house is never quiet. And that’s a
good thing!

She and her husband have seven kids. Their
lovely, blended family is a result of Adriane’s
vow to keep as many kids out of the foster-
care system as possible after experiencing the
difficulties of the system when she was a child.
In total, the couple has helped raise 15 kids. They
also have what Adriane calls the “neighborhood
house,” which means they open their door to all
local kids who need a place to go.

“Any kids in the neighborhood that need
looking after or trying to stay out of trouble, we
take them to church,” she says. “If they’re over
when we cook, we feed them as well.”

Adriane was in the military for six years and
worked as an EMS for another 12 years before
health problems — including two strokes —
forced her to retire. But that hasn’t kept her
from working hard. Now, her real labor of love
is making sure these children are cared for.

But feeding dozens of kids in today’s
economy is no easy feat, especially during
the summer months when there are no school
meals they can rely on. That’'s why Adriane
visits her local pantry to ensure she always has
plenty of food to go around.

“With how much stuff costs, this is a very
big help,” she says. “Having this means that
none of the children we come in contact with
or in our household go hungry.”

Adriane and her daughter Zoe visit their local food pantry.

Adriane makes sure all the kids who come
and go from her house know the importance
of looking out for others, too.

“Even when you can’t do anything, at the
very least you can feed them. And of course,
| teach my kids that. So this is a huge blessing,
being able to feed somebody and make sure
that their belly’s not hungry, just so they can
get to the next day. It makes a difference,” she
says. And for all those kids, that difference is
life-changing!

Thank you for making pantries like the
one Adriane visits possible. Because of your
gifts, so many children and neighbors can live
healthier, happier lives. ¢

Adriane’s story is representative of the people we serve.

Fight Hunger

Through a Donor-Advised Fund

Donor-Advised Funds (DAF) allow donors to receive an immediate tax deduction, then recommend donations
to nonprofits like Feeding Westchester over time. For questions, contact Martine Campoli, Director of Individual

Giving, at mcampoli@feedingwestchester.org or 914.398.6094. L earn more at FeedingWestchester.org/daf.
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SEE YOUR IMPACT
June 2024-May 2025

& o
Neighbor visits,
monthly average

234,000

r@
Child visits, monthly average,

through pantries, deliveries,
and school programs

80,000

é
Pounds of fresh
produce distributed

8.2 MiLLION

1©®

Number of
meals distributed

17.7 MiLLION
(2
-

Retail recovery
(pounds recovered)

5 MiLLION

GIVE MONTHLY.

NOURISHING STUDENTS,
BUILDING COMMUNITY

SUPPORT GOES FAR BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM AT PORT CHESTER
MIDDLE SCHOOL

ith more and more

families facing economic
strain, the food pantry at
Port Chester Middle School
and Feeding Westchester’s
Mobile Food Pantry have
become lifelines for many.
Parents balancing the rising
costs of rent, utilities, and food
often find their budgets pushed to the brink.

“By the end of the month, you get a little short,” one parent
shared. “Programs like these really help.”

But the positive impact of both pantries runs so much deeper.
Students are stepping up, too, eager to give back through service
projects and community engagement. “They want to participate
and make their community a better place,” said Allison Fasano, a
teacher at Port Chester and coordinator of the school and mobile
pantries. “We’re not just feeding families — we’re growing a
network of neighbors who support one another.”

When the Mobile Food Pantry makes a stop at Port Chester
Middle School, you can see it for yourself. Student volunteers
roll up their sleeves and get to work — unpacking, sorting, and
distributing food to their community.

In a time of growing need, the pantry offers not only food, but
also dignity, hope, and connection. One parent summed it up best:
“If everyone knew places like this existed, no one would go hungry.

Feeding Westchester’s partnership ensures that schools such
as Port Chester Middle School are places of learning and hubs of
support and compassion. No child should ever have to wonder
when they’ll get their next meal. ¢
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Nourishing Neighbors is Feeding Westchester’s dedicated community of recurring donors who
provide year-round, sustainable support to neighbors facing hunger.

During these uncertain times, Feeding Westchester counts on Nourishing Neighbors and their
consistent support more than ever! A monthly gift of $30 can provide one meal a day

for a neighbor for an entire month. To learn about becoming a Nourishing Neighbor,

simply scan the QR code to the right and tap the link that appears.

Consider making a recurring gift today. Your ongoing support sustains our mission.
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